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FROM THE EDITOR | BY CHRIS TARBOX 


No Other Way, No Day But Today 


As a former theatre kid and a musical junk- 
ie, to this day I always get excited about seeing 
stage productions. There’s nothing quite like 
seeing a Broadway musical, a powerful dance 
performance, or intricate and heart-pounding 
concert unfold on stage. 

It’s that you-have-to-be-there sensation that 
makes theatrical and musical productions a 
must-see endeavor, especially in the Twin Cit- 
ies. With winter almost out of our hair, it’s high 
time to get jazzed about the amazing shows set 
to wow us in the Twin Cities metro. And that’s 
what the 2019 Spring Arts & Dining Issue is 
for! 

Check out our exhaustive list of spectacular 
shows and delicious dining destinations cour- 
tesy of John Townsend and Bradley Traynor, 
where our Arts & Dining Pairings match up 
the best restaurants to dine at prior to your 
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showtime outing. We also meet Kevin Deese, a 
member of the Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
who is also fighting for the rights of HIV-posi- 
tive people in the military; we learn about the 
upcoming Patriot Erectors dance performance 
by dance veteran April Sellers; and we scope 


OUR LAVENDER 


out the 2019-20 production season of the vener- 
able New Dawn Theatre Co. 

On top of that, Carla Waldemar takes a trip 
to the City of Brotherly Love, and Randy Stern 
gives us not one but two features for our special 
Auto Section. So as we prepare to say farewell 
to all this snow—maybe, no promises—get 
ready to plan for the night of your life on the 
town! 

Editor's Note: The article on New Gild Jewel- 
ers in the Jan. 31 issue of Lavender incorrectly 
listed the company’s address as 4250 Uptown 
Ave. S., instead of the correct address of 4250 
Upton Ave. S. 

The article on Radon in the Feb. 14 issue of 
Lavender incorrectly listed Joe Jurusik as a repre- 
sentative of the Minnesota Department of Health 
instead of Hennepin County Public Health. Lav- 
ender apologizes for the errors. Е 


One Great Leap for M 


We mortals live our lives bounded by space 
and time, struggling to gain our fair share of 
each. But membranes are permeable; actions 
seep through generations, past affecting pres- 
ent, present altering past. 

Lauren Lee's The Great Leap, recently 
at the Guthrie, adroitly, frenetically engages 
themes of generations, family, international 
politics, and time, all played out within the time 
span of an average basketball game. 

Basketball on the Guthries Proscenium 
Stage? Actual spheres rarely appear, but pass- 
ing, dodging, feinting, and rapid-fire ricocheting 
dialogue between the four characters, the swift 
court moves, their comings and goings, engage 
even the least athletically inclined and leave one 
rooting for... well, that's the viewer's choice. 

Yee's basketball conceit comes, as Yee not- 
ed in an interview, from her father, a.k.a. Spider 
on the court. Like her teenage protagonist, Yee 
and her siblings grew up in San Francisco's 
Chinatown, while the story she crafted jumps 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


W Ч 
Photo courtesy of BigStock/Andrey Burmakin 
between 1971 and 1989, from the time of Mao 
Zedong’s lethal “Great Leap Forward” to the 
protests in Tiananmen Square. 

Saul, a washed up basketball coach, Manford, 
young Chinese basketball star wannabe, Wen 
Chang, coach of the current Beijing team, and 
Connie, Manford’s cousin (or is she?) comprise 
the cast. In 1989, Saul is returning to Beijing for a 
rematch of the 1971 “friendship” game, Manford 
hounds Saul for a place on the team, Wen Chang, 


ankind 


still cautious, wants not to be noticed, while Con- 
nie, keeper of secrets past, hovers round. 

Basketball, to paraphrase Yee, is the art of 
maneuvering for enough space to make the shot. 
Within the play, Yee created space for a fifth piv- 
otal character, Zheng Li. At six-foot-plus, Zheng 
Li’s vaunted athletic prowess, as well as her cour- 
age in escaping Mao’s maelstrom, permeates 
both play and characters, giving form to space 
and meaning to lives lived through generations. 

A high-speed cat and mouse game whose 
freeze-scene in Tiananmen Square shocks, 
leaving the viewer pondering their own space 
and time, wondering just what use they're mak- 
ing of them. 

We too seldom acknowledge how the lives of 
those before us have shaped us, nor do we con- 
sider what spaces we are unwittingly creating for 
the future. Yee and director Desdemona Chiang 
offer a powerful presentation of the leaps of love 
and personal growth through space and time. E 


NEW YEAR, 
NEW CHANCES 


TO QUIT 


We're here to help make your tobacco-free 
resolution a reality with free one-on-one coaching, 
free patches or gum, and more. Sign up for 
QUITPLAN? Services to get started. 


QUITPLAN.COM | 1-888-354-PLAN 
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When їп Philly, be sure to check out Independence Hall, the birthplace of the Declaration of Independence. 
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The Philadelphia Story 


A visit to Philadelphia is like a booster shot 
to counteract what ails our land right now. It’s 
the City of Brotherly Love (as founder William 
Penn penned)—and the more of that, the bet- 
ter in these troubled times. It’s also the historic 
seat of our government—the ground on which 
our Founding Fathers severed ties with Eng- 
land to guarantee “life, liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness” to everyone. Those rights were 
secured only after a long and painful war of 
independence when 13 squabbling colonies 
voted the U.S. Constitution into law. 

Right. Here. 

Start your visit where the USA got started, 
in the red-brick Historic District. Normally, 
that’s with a tour of Independence Hall, but it 
was closed in the government shutdown. So 
was the Liberty Bell Center, but that didn’t 
stop folks from peeking at our national symbol 
through the window and posing for selfies. It 
rang to “proclaim liberty throughout the land 
to all its inhabitants,” a plaque declares. The 
Washingtons and the Adamses worshiped at 
nearby Christ Church, where their pews are 
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marked. Betsy Ross's, too. (You can tour the 
tiny house where the seamstress boarded.) 
And in its weathered burial grounds Ben 
Franklin rests. 

Here in the nation’s first capitol (and largest 
city), the story of its Founding Fathers unrolls 
with drama in the Museum of the American 
Revolution, a you-are-there experience deliv- 
ered via films, artifacts and interactive displays 
that explore the challenges of Washington’s 
ragtag army and the squabbling within its 
ranks; housewives’ boycott of English goods 
after the Stamp Act was thrust on them (“аха- 
tion without representation” comes alive); and 
Paul Revere’s role (he made propaganda post- 
ers and cartoons, too). It asks the thorny ques- 
tion of Now What? After winning the war, how 
do you create a government from scratch? 

The National Constitution Center weighs 
in on that, and on the challenges that followed, 
resulting in amendments giving women and 
black people voting rights. Interactively, don 
a robe to become a Supreme Court judge and 
weigh in on timely questions. Then vote in fan- 


The Gayborhood is a popular GLBT destination in the 
Washington Square West area of Philadephia. 


Continued on page 18 
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TRAVEL BY CARLA WALDEMAR 


tasy elections, such as Eisenhower vs. Clinton 
or Reagan vs. Roosevelt. 

The National Liberty Museum harks back 
to Moses as a freedom fighter and the pilgrims’ 
quest for religious liberty, as well as those later 
arriving at Ellis Island. Ponder repros of Nel- 
son Mandela’s cell and Anne Frank’s hideout. 
Peruse bios of GLBT leaders who fought for 
equality, plus memorials to those who aided 
others on 9/11 and also at the collapse of our 
own Minneapolis bridge. Washington invited 
a prominent Jew to enjoy “a government in 
which bigotry gives no sanction”, yet later im- 
migration quotas and housing restrictions paid 
no need. What liberty, it asks? 

Elfreth’s Alley, dating back to 1702—the 
oldest continually-occupied street in the land— 
displays how regular folks lived, then and still 
today. Its cobblestones separate two rows of 
narrow, brick houses (tours weekends). The 
neighborhood around it, fanning from Arch 
Street, acts as the city’s Soho, pulsing with in- 
die shops (vintage duds to haute couture), gal- 
leries, theater and eats. Don’t miss the bakery 
selling gorgeous tarts from a takeaway window. 

Hit nearby Market Street for New American 
fare at Fork, which fans hail as “reliably excel- 
lent but not flashy.” No lie, with starters like 
venison tartare spangled with crunchy hazel- 
nuts and kohlrabi, or crab salad sparked with 
daikon and jalapenos. On to a lush mushroom 
risotto given textural boost with walnuts and 
puffed rice. Finally, a succulent quail stuffed 
with orange-scented spelt bread. 

Next door beckons the more informal High 
Street (same owner), source of “the best grilled 
cheese ever” (hint: local Cheddar) along with 
baked goods to stash in your carry-on. 

Tallulah’s Daily, a “secret” supper club 
worth sleuthing out, serves monthly-changing 
prix-fixe menus, beginning (in January) with 
a rustic apple-quinoa salad, then tortellini in 
broth; ultra-rich beef with Bordelaise; a trio of 
Canadian cheeses; and dream-fulfilling sticky 
toffee pudding, sided with Earl Grey ice cream. 
A bonus course appeared, instantly my fave: 
dill-cured salmon with cukes, roasted beets 
and parsley oil. 

Finally, dinner—rather, a dining immer- 
sion—in the rich cuisine of Israel, at James 
Beard winner Zahav. First, a sextet of tasty 
vegetable salads, then choice of mezzes like 
roasted cauliflower (yes!), broccoli with feta 
and almonds or Brussels sprouts atop baba 
ganouj. Hummus and flatbread, steaming from 
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the oven, wrestle for room on the table. Then 
choose from grilled meats (and eggplant) in- 
cluding my winner, duck with walnuts and 
pomegranates. Dessert? Definitely the malahi 
custard, lush with kumquats, pistachios and 
coffee caramel. Make your reservation this 
minute. Then find a flight. 

You crave a Philly cheesesteak? Well, me 
too. I found mine at the legendary Reading 
Terminal Market, among 80 vendors boasting 
treats from Amish loaves to whole lobsters. 
Crowded, noisy fun! 

Schooled in history by now? Devote anoth- 
er day to art. Make that with a Capital A, at the 
Philadelphia Museum of Art, fronted by those 
iconic steps that Rocky pounded. It’s home to 
Fra Angelico’s cherubs, beauties by Botticelli, 
a broody Rembrandt, sunny Matisse, dreamy 
Monet—plus a complete Indian temple, Japa- 
nese tea house and Chinese palace hall. A spe- 
cial exhibition, “Fabulous Fashion”, salutes the 
wearable art of designers from Dior to Cardin, 
Valentino to Vera Wang. A child next to me 
summed it up: “I like that one, and that one, 
and that one...” 

Grab lunch at the museum’s fine café or that 
of the museum just down the street on Benja- 
min Franklin Parkway, “the Champs Elyssee 
of Philly.” The Barnes Foundation is the primo 
depository for all things Impressionist: 81 
Renoirs, 65 Cezannes, 59 Matisses and more, 
much more, making one wonder if anything’s 
been left behind in France. (The nearby Rodin 


Museum currently is closed for renovation.) 

To meld art and history, head to the Penn- 
sylvania Academy of Fine Arts—the oldest in 
the country—where Early American painters 
rule: Gilbert Stuart, Benjamin West, Thomas 
Eakins, all the Peales. Outside, Claes Olden- 
burgh’s tall glass “Paintbrush” rises from the 
street, while inside, those famous portraits of 
George Washington face that of his nemesis, 
George III. 

For art, of sorts, to take home, scamper to 
Antiques Row, in the heart of the Gayborhood, 
where Giovanni’s Room has flourished as meet- 
ing point-cum-bookstore since 1975. To plan 
your adventure, check out www.Visitphhilly. 
com and www.Uwishunu.com. 


GAY PHILLY 

gFLIX: queer-centric indie films, 
March 25-31 

Black Pride: April 25-28 

Dyke March: June 8 

PrideDay Parade & Festival; 
Gayborhood to Penn’s Landing: 
June 9 

OutFest (National Coming Out 
Day): October 13 

Philadelphia Gay Men’s Chorus: 
May 3-4 

Martha Graham Cracker: March 
14-16 


ЗЕ. 612-503-8090 
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ANDTHE 
ANGRY INCH 


BOOK BY JOHN CAMERON MITCHELL 
MUSIC AND LYRICS BY STEPHEN TRASK 


Join us for a great happy hour 
and amazing networking at this 
modern boutique hotel in the 
heart of Uptown. 


www.twincitiesquorum.com 
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BY HARRISON DAVID RIVERS 
ORIGINAL MUSIC BY JELLOSLAVE CELLISTS: 
JACQUELINE ULTAN AND MICHELLE KINNEY 


TICKETS ON SALE APRIL 1 


Starring André Shoals and Mark Benninghofen 
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SPRING 


ARTS SECTIONS BY: 


DINING SECTIONS БҰ: 
PES PED BY: 


THE BIGGEST LITTLE 
HOUSE IN THE FOREST 
Children's Theatre Company 
at Children's Theatre Company 
Through March 10, 2019 
When a menagerie of different creatures 
3 move into the home of Bernice the Butterfly, 
ШЕ НЕ one by one, lots of neat іһіпд һарреп: a 
In The Forest. bubble bath; a pillow fight, a dance party! 
Photo by Dan A sure bet for sweet entertainment from an 
Norman : 
esteemed producer of children’s plays. 
www.childrenstheatre.org 
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АМТІСОМЕ 

Park Square Theatre 

at Andy Boss Thrust Stage, Park 
Square Theatre 

Through March 3, 2019 

An all-female reimagining of the emblematic 
ancient Greek tragedy by Sophocles. When a 
young woman risks all for her heroic brother's 
burial, the wrath of male authority threatens. 
The play compels us to reflect who and what 
values judicial systems may truly serve. 
www.parksquaretheatre.org 


FLOWERS FOR THE ROOM 
Yellow Tree Theatre 

at Yellow Tree Theatre 

Through March 3, 2019 

Minnesotan Jessica Lind Peterson's acclaimed 
musical addresses the problem of sustaining 
a traumatic brain injury. Compounding the 
agony is that the survivor has recently mar- 
ried. How will her new husband come to terms 
with their marriage vows? In this production, 
Lind, whose acting and vocals wowed us in 
Next to Normal, also plays the survivor. 
www.yellowtreetheatre.com 


THE SKIN OF OUR TEETH 
Park Square Theatre 

at Proscenium Stage, Park Square 
Theatre 

Through March 3, 2019 

Gay master playwright Thornton Wilder 
blended the surreal with the classical in this 
Pulitzer Prize-winning spectacular that follows 
a traditional family from the Stone Age to 
20th century decadence to a kind of post- 
war apocalypse. At Park Square, acclaimed 
presenter of American classics, Girl Friday 
Productions, revives this wondrously odd 
comedy epic. Winner of the Pulitzer Prize. 
www.parksquaretheatre.org 


STEWARDESS! 

History Theatre 

at History Theatre 

Through March 3, 2019 

In 1958, Mary Pat Laffey became a steward- 
ess for Northwest Orient Airlines. Women 
prevailed in such a job in numbers, but they 
were treated like numbers. They had to step 
down at age 32. Women had to be weighed 
regularly, not wear glasses, and were not 
allowed to marry. Laffey's 20-year efforts to 
change that have become a play. 
www.historytheatre.com 


RESTAURANT PAIRING: 

DARK HORSE BAR & EATERY 
Not far from the History Theatre, Dark Horse 
isn't just a great place to grab a cocktail 
before the show. It also offers some serious 
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The Skin Of 
Our Teeth. 
Photo by 
Richard 
Fleischman 


eats. And by eats, | mean you better get the 
burger. The Dark Horse burger is one of the 
best in town. Gouda and bacon top a hefty 
brisket blend patty that's slathered with thou- 
sand island dressing. Don't miss the elote 
fondue and the duck wings either. 


POTTED POTTER 

Hennepin Theatre Trust 

at Pantages Theatre 

Through March 10, 2019 

In 70 minutes, all seven Harry Potter books 
get a condensed theatrical re-imagining. Two 
Olivier-nominated actors, Daniel Clarkson and 
Jefferson Turner, conjure the magic, complete 
with ridiculous props and a fire-breathing 
dragon! And oh, the endless costumes! 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


A LITTLE NIGHT MUSIC 
Theater Latte Da 

at the Ritz Theater 

Through March 10, 2019 

Stephen Sondheim and Hugh Wheeler's Tony- 
winning musical is inspired by filmmaker In- 
gmar Bergman's Smiles of a Summer Night. 
Set in Sweden 1900, the erotic tensions and 
temptations of a respectable conservative 
household. Produced by one of the region's 
finest musical theater companies. 
www.latteda.org 


BENEVOLENCE 

Penumbra Theatre Company 

at Penumbra Theatre 

Through March 10, 2019 

The violent end of 14-year-old African- 
American EmmettTill, for false accusations 
of sexually assaulting a white woman, is 
widely thought to have launched the modern 
civil rights movement.The nation's flagship 
African-American theater company is always 
at its best when it recalls and dramatizes 
important historical moments not likely to 
be recreated at other theaters. Written by Ifa 
Bayeza. 

www.penumbratheatre.org 


THE GOVERNMENT 
INSPECTOR 

Theatre in the Round Players 

at Theatre in the Round 

Through March 10, 2019 

Nikolai Gogol was a celebrated and detested 
Ukrainian satirist during the final century of 
the last century ofTsarist Russia. His play 
remains a scathing critique of centralized 
authority and the bureaucracies that ineptly 
and mean-spiritedly sustain it. A reminder of 
how local governments in such a system can 
become their own pettily tyrannical fiefdom. 
One of modern comedy's greatest portrayals 
of mistaken identity. 
www.theatreintheround.org 


IPHIGENIA AND 

OTHER DAUGHTERS 

Theatre Unbound 

at Gremlin Theatre, St. Paul 
Through March 10, 2019 

The rite of human sacrifice was a standard 
practice in ancient times. In warrior Agamem- 
non's case, he sacrificed his own daughter, 
Iphigenia, much to the outrage of wife and 
mother Clytemnestra. So much so, that she 
murders him in turn. However, women don't 
always align on what's just and what's not. 
Hence, when living daughter, Electra, aims 
for revenge for her father, all bets are off to 
how the chips may fall. 
www.theatreunbound.com 


AS YOU LIKE IT 

Guthrie Theater 

at Wurtele Thrust Stage, Guthrie Theater 
Through March 17 

William Shakespeare's cross-gender comedy 
vibrates to the rhythms of Rosalind, a young 
woman who disguises herself as a man. 
However, this comedic gem gets even more 
cross-gender in a new production wherein 
some of the other roles, traditionally played 
by men, will be played by women. Of course, 
in Shakespeare's time, all roles were required 
to be played by men. 
www.guthrietheater.org 


RESTAURANT PAIRING: 

ZEN BOX IZAKAYA 

My favorite pre-Guthrie gathering spot, Zen 
Box is perfect for the adventurous and comfort 
food crowd alike. Whether you're familiar with 
Japanese bar food or not, prepare for a real 
treat. Crispy fried chicken, handmade ramen 
and melt-in-your-mouth pork belly are among 
my personal favorites. And don't miss the full 
range of clever cocktails and sake either. 


Old Log Theater 

at Old Log Theater 

March 1-June 8, 2019 

From her Kentucky childhood to her rise 

to international fame, Rosemary Clooney's 
tunes glisten with soulful resonance. Her 
beautiful sense of harmony and melody were 
derided amidst the comparatively abrasive 
dissonance of rock n' roll. Of her bouts of 
depression, she said she mirrored the nation 
itself, which she thought was going through 
a collective nervous breakdown in the 1960s. 
Hear Clooney's signature tunes at an excel- 
lent theater for jukebox musicals. 
www.oldlog.com 


RESTAURANT PAIRING: 

CAST & CRU (AT OLD LOG) 

Not quite dinner theater, but dinner and the- 
ater in the same place sounds just as nice, no? 
The Old Log Theater is a wonderfully warm 
and inviting venue with a talented chef-driven 
dining spot built-in right onsite. Grab your 
special someone for a beautiful drive out to 
Lake Minnetonka, enjoy an amazing meal, 
then settle in for a night of great local theater. 


Chanhassen Dinner Theatres 

at Chanhassen Dinner Theatres 

March 1-Sept. 28, 2019 

A very popular contemporary pop musical 
staged by the nation's pre-eminent dinner 
theater company. ABBA stood tall against 
the tide of acid rock, heavy metal, and 
other more aggressive sounds in the 1970s. 
Those so-called "bubblegum" tunes ended 
up having a hummability quotient that has 
only increased. Also, though English was 
not the Swedish group's primary language, 
you could understand their lyrics! An ideal 
baseline for a devised musical phenomenon. 
Gay elements included, by the way. 
www.chanhsassendt.com 


RESTAURANT PAIRING: 
CHANHASSEN DINNER 
THEATRE 

Perhaps the easiest pairing on the list for 
obvious reasons, Chanhassen DinnerTheatre 
takes dinner and a show to a whole new 
level. Literally. Every time І sit down to enjoy 
a meal at this classic Twin Cities theater 
venue, l'm immediately reminded how the 
food matches the magic happening on stage. 
Don't miss the Chicken Chanhassen. 
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CHARLIE AND 

THE CHOCOLATE FACTORY 
Hennepin Theatre Trust 

at Orpheum Theatre 

March 6-17, 2019 

Yes, it's still about Willy Wonka! From the 
Roald Dahl children's classic. As we know, 
Wonka runs a magical chocolate factory and 
much to the joyous satisfaction of young 
Charlie Bucket, his life is about to explode 
into color and confection! Speaking of joy, he 
and four other golden ticket winners embark 
on a dreamy joyride! 
HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


RESTAURANT PAIRING: 
SPOON AND STABLE 

Dinner at Spoon and Stable is every bit as 
magical and whimsical as Willy Wonka's 
world of chocolate rivers and Everlasting 
Gobstoppers. Executive chef Gavin Kaysen 
and his team routinely take diners on fan- 
tastical journeys of flavor and fun. You don't 
need a golden ticket to grab a table, but you 
will need a reservation, so be prepared to 
plan ahead. 


THE HOBBIT 

Children's Theatre Company 

at Children's Theatre Company 

March 12-April 14, 2019 

J.R.R. Tolkein's fantasy novel looms in its 
massive influence and popularity. Better yet, 
CTC is no stranger to those hobbits, the little 
folks of Middle Earth, and you'll definitely 
see some groovy design concepts as Bilbo 
traverses freezing mountains and woods, not- 
so-lovely, but certainly dark and deep. 
www.childrenstheatre.org 


RESTAURANT PAIRING: 
PIMENTO 


Just a couple blocks over from the Children's 
Theater is Eat Street. While there are easily 


IRON RANGER 


Food | Beer | Wine | Fun 


1085 Grand Avenue · St. Paul, MN 55105 
651-487-1913 - www.ironrangermn.com 


Parking Lot in Back - Happy Hour 
Open Daily at 11 am 
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half a dozen delicious dinner spots along 

this corridor of cuisine, my current favorite is 
Pimento. An authentic Jamaican gem in the 
heart of Minneapolis offering easily the best 
jerk chicken and pork this side of the Caribbe- 
an Sea. Add an order of sweet fried plantains 
and you've got the best of both worlds. 


MARIAH CAREY 

Hennepin Theatre Trust 

at State Theatre 

March 13, 2019 

She's the bestselling female artist ever. Over 
200 million albums sold. 18 Billboard Hot 100 
311 singles, of which 17 she wrote. She sings 

in five octaves, composes, writes lyrics, and 
produces. Her numerous awards include Gram- 
mys, American Music Awards, Billboard's "Artist 
of the Decade; and the World Music Award for 
"World's Best Selling Artist of the Millennium” 
HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


ROE 

Mixed Blood Theatre 

at Mixed Blood Theatre 

March 15-31 

Lisa Loomer's play focuses on the lesbian 
bartender at the heart of the Roe v. Wade 
SCOTUS decision to make abortion legal. Her 
story emerges from the shadows. 22-year-old 
Norma McCorvey wanted to end her third 
pregnancy and took the pseudonym of "Jane 
Roe" when she agreed to be the plaintiff. 
McCovey would go on to be an anti-abortion 
advocate. 

mixedblood.com 


THE FIX 

Minnesota Opera 

at Ordway Center Center for the 
Performing Arts 

March 16-24, 2019 

Conspiracy in the game of Major League 
Baseball. The year was 1919. American 
League Champions Chicago White Sox v. 


National League Champs Cincinnati Reds. The 
nation was outraged. Eight White Sox players 
were paid off to lose the 1919 World Series. 
An epic crime for the epic art form of opera. 
mnopera.org 


SCHOOL GIRLS OR THE 
AFRICAN MEAN GIRLS PLAY 
The Jungle Theatre 

at The Jungle Theatre 

March 16-April 14, 2019 

Teenage girls and the problem of physical 
beauty standards are at the heart of Jocelyn 
Bioh's sharp-edged comedy.The setting is an 
exclusive Ghana boarding school where a girl 
high in the student hierarchy sets her sights on 
Miss Universe pageant. Unexpectedly, how- 
ever, a pageant recruiter prefers someone else. 
www.jungletheater.org 


CYRANO DE BERGERAC 
Guthrie Theater 

at McGuire Proscenium Stage, Guth- 
rie Theater 

March 16-May 5, 2019 

Playwright Edmond Rostand's title character 
is one of the most famous figures in litera- 
ture. Even those unfamiliar with theater have 
heard about the man with an enormous nose. 
A poet and a soldier, he is certain that no 
woman could ever possibly love him. Yet he 
still dreams of Roxanne, his heart's desire. 
www.guthrietheater.org 


CANDIDE 

Theater Latte Da 

at Cowles Center for Dance and Per- 
forming Arts 

March 21-24, 2019 

Voltaire was giant of the bloody French Revo- 
lution and his angry satire, Candide, is an 
indicator of attitudes of the time. Composer 
Leonard Bernstein and lyricist Richard Wilbur 
spirited forth an exhilarating work with addi- 
tional lyrics by Stephen Sondheim and Lillian 
Hellman. Co-produced by Theater Latte Da 
and Vocal Essence. 

www.latteda.org 
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THE PICTURE 

OF DORIAN GRAY 

COLLIDE Theatrical Dance Company 
at Park Square Theatre 

March 22-April 7, 2019 

Gay master writer Oscar Wilde is best known 
for his sophisticated plays, but his 1890 novel 
about a mysterious painted picture is a clas- 
sic. It was also controversial for its decadent 
and erotic undertones. COLLIDE will honor 
the Wildean themes. 
www.collidetheatrical.org 


LITTLE WOMEN 

Theatre in the Round Players 

at Theatre in the Round 

March 22-April 14, 2019 

Louisa May Alcott's beloved book draws 
much from the author's own actual experi- 
ence. The four March sisters and their mother 
keep the home fires burning while father is 
away fighting in the Civil War which brought 
an end to slavery in the United States. 
Adapted for stage by Peter Clapham. 
www.theatreintheround.org 


SISTERS OF PEACE 

History Theatre 

at History Theatre 

March 23-April 14, 2019 

A Minnesota story of the antiwar activ- 

ism history. The McDonald sisters became 
Catholic nuns and used their faith to energize 


Hello, Dolly! 
Photo by 
Julieta 
Cervantes 
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renowned hot spots of protest such as the 
Honeywell Corporation's security gates, the 
controversial School of the Americas, the 
Cathedral of St. Paul, and the Lake Street 
Bridge. 

www.historycenter.com 


HEDWIG AND THE ANGRY INCH 
Theater Latte Da 

at the Ritz Theater 

March 27-May 5, 2019 

John Cameron Mitchell and Stephen Trask's 
musical set during the fall of communism in 
East Berlin provides a window to transgender 
despair behind and beyond the Iron Curtain. 
A soldier compels a young so-called "girly- 
boy" to a sexual reassignment surgery in 
order to be legally married. However, things 
goes awry. 

www.latteda.org 


RESTAURANT PAIRING: 
ANCHOR FISH & CHIPS 

One of the best little theaters in Minneapolis 
is a simple saunter down the block from the 
absolute best little fish and chip spot in town. 
Crispy battered cod atop hand cut fries are a 
perfect pre-performance combo. If fish isn't 
top of your list, fear not! Venture forth across 
the menu and sample some of my other fa- 
vorites: the battered sausage, as well as their 
signature Helicopter burger. And don't forget 
a side of mushy peas! 


AMERICAN CRAFT SHOW 
American Craft Council 

at the St. Paul RiverCentre 

April 5-7, 2019 

The American Craft Council returns to St. Paul 
to showcase the fine work of more than 240 
contemporary artists from around the nation. 
This year's show will focus on spring and 
summer fashion tips, as well as top creative 
minds from theTwin Cities providing interac- 
tive demonstrations with materials such as 
clay, glass, wood and metal. 
craftcouncil.org 


VICTOR/VICTORIA 

Artistry at Bloomington Theatre and Arts 
Center 

at Schneider Theater 

April 6-May 5, 2019 

Gifted director-choreographer Michael Matthew 
Ferrell is an ideal choice for the great female-to- 
male musical based on the classic 1982 Blake 
Edwards film comedy. 1930s Paris. Songs by 
Henry Mancini. And a sex farce rippling with 
romance. Victor/Victoria is a cultural touchstone 
in cross-gender consciousness. 
artistrymn.org 


RESTAURANT PAIRING: LYN65 
Tucked away just south of Highway 62, LYN65 
is a secret garden of a restaurant, perfect for 
a pre-show dinner date. Especially if you love 
food. Entrees are solid, but | recommend 
small-plating your way across the menu. 

If you skip the bologna sandwich, we're no 
longer friends. Trust me. It'll win you bonus 
points with your table. As will the burger and 
the chicken wings. And pizzas. | could go on. 
Just go. 


METAMORPHOSES 

Guthrie Theater 

at Wurtele Thrust Stage, Guthrie 
Theater 

April 13-May 19, 2019 

Roman poet Ovid, who is perhaps the great- 
est gay writer of all time, gave us a treasure 
trove of tales that entertainingly beguile while 
numinously exposing deep recesses of the 
subconscious. Mary Zimmerman's stage ad- 
aptation has become a contemporary classic 
that respects the astonishing original text. 
www.guthrietheater.org 


HELLO DOLLY! 

Hennepin Theatre Trust 

at Orpheum Theatre 

April 16-28, 2019 

The legendary Betty Buckley plays the flam- 
boyant Dolly Levi, whose midlife reawaken- 
ing is surely one of a kind in musical comedy. 
Gay composer Jerry Herman created some of 
the most stirringly joyous songs ever: Before 
the Parade Passes By, Put on Your Sunday 
Clothes and the triumphant title tune! 
HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


RESTAURANT PAIRING: 
FHIMA'S MINNEAPOLIS 

A restaurant that promises "drinks, de- 
bauchery, cachet and fun" couldn't pair 

more perfectly with a show celebrating the 
larger-than-life Dolly Levi. Just down the 
street from the Orpheum, Fhima's is located 
in an historical treasure of a building. Steak 
au poivre amongst art deco extravagance is a 
match made in heaven. 


MARJORIE PRIME 

Park Square Theatre 

at Andy Boss Thrust Stage, Park 
Square Theatre 

April 19-May 19, 2019 

Gay playwright Jordan Harrison's sci-fi work 
was a finalist for the 2015 Pulitzer Prize for 
Drama. Technological means aid in creating 
and storing memories of deceased family 
members for a woman enduring Alzheimer's 
disease. Family secrets and accusations of 
religious manipulation come forth. 
www.parksquaretheatre.org 
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Theater іп the Round Players 

at Theatre in the Round 

April 26-May 19, 2019 

Mary Cutler directs a mixture of life events 
and the fabulous tunes of the legendary gay 
songwriter. Cole Porter looms as one of the 
nation and the world’s most popular musical 
figures from the 1920s through the ‘50s. Sway 
to tunes like Night and Day and My Heart 
Belongs to Daddy. 
www.theatreintheround.org 


Children’s Theatre Company 

at Children’s Theatre Company 

April 28-June 23 

One of the most popular children’s novels of 
modern times takes theatrical form at aTony 
Award-winning children’s theater. Five-year-old 
Matilda Wormwood from a Buckinghamshire 
village is more conscious than other kids her 
age. Unfortunately, she is mistreated by family 
members, so she pranks them in return. 
www.childrenstheatre.org 


ARENA Dances 

at the Southern Theater 

April 29-May 4, 2019 

The postmodernist choreographer Matthew 
Janczewski assembles a wide variety of 
performances, workshops, and public show- 
ings that reflect a wide range of experience, 
aesthetic styles, and choreographic perspec- 
tives. A glowing indication of the Twin Cities’ 
vibrant dance scene. 
www.arena-dances.org 


Penumbra Theatre Company 

at Penumbra Theatre 

April 30-May 26, 2019 

When several sightings of “Asian-looking 
ghosts” are reported across the nation, two 
Thai-American brothers start up a ghost-hunt- 
ing business. When tasked to investigate the 
home of an African-American couple displaced 
by Hurricane Katrina, shocking truths emerge. A 
Theatre Mu/Penumbra co-production. 
penumbratheatre.org 


Minnesota Opera 

at Ordway Center for the Performing 
Arts 

May 4-19, 2019 

In Giuseppe Verdi’s opera, a young man 
becomes magnetized to Violetta, a Paris cour- 
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tesan. She didn’t realize he came to visit her 
secretly while she recovered from a recent 
illness. Unfortunately, his family sees her 

as a stigmatized fallen woman. Memorable 
melodies abound! 

mnopera.org 


Artistry at Bloomington Theatre and 
Arts Center 

at Black Box Theater 

May 4-26, 2019 

Here's a play about a turning point in the 
game of baseball.The title refers to a short- 
stop, a second baseman, and a first baseman 
from early 20th century Chicago. Fast forward 
to the current century, for a Cubs fan's con- 
temporary perspective. The past is prologue. 
artistrymn.org 


History Theatre 

at History Theatre 

May 4-26, 2019 

Minneapolis-born secret agent Betty Pack 
swam into high level circles in New Deal era 
D.C. When her marriage to a British diplomat 
fell apart, her glamorous image was ideal for 
the purposes of espionage during the rise of 
Nazism. Music by Laurie Flanagan Hegge. 
Lyrics by Robert Elhai. 
www.historytheatre.com 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 

at Orpheum Theatre 

May 7-12, 2019 

Winner of the 2015 Olivier prize for Best New 
Comedy. Originally developed by Mischief 
Theatre Company in West London. One man 
plays a mystery thriller's detective character, 
as well as serving as the production's direc- 
tor, designers, PR person, vocal coach and 
ticketseller. Madness! 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


Mixed Blood Theatre Company 


at St. Paul RiverCentre 

May 9-12 

Auto design recognized for the great art form 
it truly is— пої just its utility. Mixed Blood takes 
an innovative approach to theatrical presenta- 
tion with “Drive Through Theater^Ten scenes 
of car-based play in an indoor carspace. Sound 
systems and phone navigation systems en- 
hance a unique approach to theater. 
www.mixedblood.com 


Guthrie Theater 

at Dowling Studio, Guthrie Theater 
May 17-June 2, 2019 

The acclaimed Rick Shiomi directs Christo- 
pher Chen's OBIE-winning play about the 
work and imagination of a Chinese dissident 
artist. It points to the Guthrie's focus on the 
inclusion of work from Asian perspectives. It 
also reminds us of China's continuing trans- 
gressions against human rights. 
www.guthrietheater.org 


The Jungle Theater 

at The Jungle Theater 

May 18-June 16, 2019 

The New Age movement has impacted our 
culture in ways that have yet to be examined 
with the rigor it merits. Bess Wohl's acclaimed 
play is set at a silent retreat. Are meditational 
affirmations and “enlightenment’ as some 
tangible "thing" achieved, really what they're 
cracked up to be? 

www.jungletheater.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 

at Orpheum Theatre 

May 28-June 9, 2019 

In 2016, a new work depicting alienation 
won the Tony for Best Musical. Teenager 
Evan Hansen is extremely insecure. His 
mother suggests he have students sign the 
cast on his arm, which was broken when 
he fell from a tree over the summer. The 
results are unexpected. 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 
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ТО LET СО AND FALL 
Theater Latte Da 

at Ritz Theater 

May 29-June 30, 2019 

Two former ballet dancers meet at Lincoln 
Center Plaza in NewYork after not having 
seen each other for a quarter century. Gay 
themes in a new piece by Harrison David 
Rivers (This Bitter Earth) with music by the 
Jelloslave cellists Jacqueline Ultan and 
Michelle Kinney. 

www.latteda.org 


THE MAN WHO SHOT 
LIBERTY VALANCE 

Theater in the Round Players 

at Theatre in the Round 

May 31-June 23, 2019 

We don’t see classic western movies or 
stories adapted for the stage. Dorothy M. 
Johnson's 1953 short story follows a young 
New Yorker out west in 1890, a time when 
the wild and woolly decades are coming to a 
close and law and order is setting in. 
www.theatreintheround.org 


HEAVEN 

Park Square Theatre 

at Proscenium Stage, Park Square 
Theatre 

May 31-June 23, 2019 

Chan Poling's dreamy tunes and Joe Chvala's 
dynamic choreography enliven the Bosnian 
war setting in the 1990s. A photographer jour- 
neys with a translator to save a woman's life. 
A theater piece about a turbulent political and 
historical situation not often produced. 
parksquaretheatre.org 


JEFFERSON TOWNSHIP 
SPARKLING JUNIOR 
TALENT PAGEANT 

Park Square Theatre 

at Andy Boss Thrust Stage, Park 
Square Theatre 

June 14-July 28, 2019 

The set-up is that a contestant died at a talent 
pageant in 1997 shutting down the small town 
tradition for 20 years. However, for two decades 
someone has bitterly blamed the shutdown for 
losing her shot at being the pageant winner. 
parksquaretheatre.org 


THE TRUE STORY OF 

THE THREE LITTLE PIGS 
Old Log Theater 

at Old Log Theater 

June 18-Aug. 16, 2019 

A musical adaptation of the famous children's 
story takes a further leap of the imagination 
when the Big Bad Wolf testifies at the Trial of 


241 LAVENDER | FEBRUARY 28- MARCH 13, 2019 


the Century in Pennsylvania. The pigs put on a 
puppet show during the proceedings. A sly take 
on the machinations of our justice system. 
www.oldlog.com 


FIVE PRESIDENTS 

Old Log Theater 

at Old Log Theater 

June 21-Oct. 5, 2019 

The 1994 funeral of former President Richard 
Nixon. Gathered to pay their respects are 
other former presidents— Gerald Ford, Jimmy 
Carter, Ronald Reagan, George H.W. Bush and 
incumbent Bill Clinton. Television writer Rick 
Cleveland writes for the stage, imagining what 
these five men might have chatted about. 
www.oldlog.com 


GUYS AND DOLLS 

Guthrie Theater 

at Wurtele Thrust Stage, Guthrie 
Theater 

June 22-Aug. 25, 2019 

Gamblers! The Salvation Army! Gangsters! 
With names like Nicely-Nicely Johnson and 
Sky Masterson. From the mean streets of 
New York to Havana where the dance reigns 
supreme, Frank Loesser's indelible tunes 
"rock the boat" to exhilarating effect, as in 
Luck be a Lady and one of musical theater's 
most darling songs, If | Were a Bell. 
www.guthrietheater.org 


JEEVES TAKES A BOW 
Theatre in the Round Players 

at Theatre in the Round 

July 5-28, 2019 

P.G. Wodehouse's popular manservant char- 
acter, Jeeves, crosses the pond to the USA. 
Watch out, because trouble ensues when his 
employer gets in deep with a chorus girl, a 
gangster, and even becomes engaged to a 
woman by mistake. TRP has produced Jeeves 
plays previously and this selection shows 
there's interest afoot in Wodehouse. 
www.theatreintheround.org 


LEAVES OF GRASS - 
ILLUMINATED 

Guthrie Theater 

at Dowling Studio, Guthrie Theater 
July 12-14, 2019 

Performer Patrick Scully reprises his superb 
solo adaptation of world-class gay poet Walt 
Whitman. The actor uncannily transforms 
into one of the most famous figures of the 
19th century. The audience is privy to sensual 
homoerotic dimensions of the man and his 
defiance of censorship. 
www.guthrietheater.org 


AGATHA CHRISTIE: 

RULE OF THUMB 

Park Square Theatre 

at Park Square Theatre 

July 12-Aug. 25, 2019 

Three one-acts by the most widely read mys- 
tery writer ever and the most popular female 
playwright ever. InThe Rats, two adulterous 
lovers are framed for a murder. Christie's 
iconic detective, Hercules Poirot assess the 
situation in the love triangle thriller, The 
Wasp's Nest. In The Patient, we wonder if a 
woman actually fell from a balcony... 
parksquaretheatre.org 


RESTAURANT PAIRING: 
MERITAGE 

I’m not sure how Agatha Christie's Belgian 
detective would feel about dinner at a French 
bistro prior to his stage debut, but I’m confident 
you (and everyone else with non-partisan taste 
buds) will adore Meritage. If you haven't al- 
ready. It's as much a treat for the senses as the 
show you'll head down the street to indulge. If 
the chilled lobster is still on the menu, do your- 
self (and your relationship) a favor and order it. 


STINKERS 

The Jungle Theater 

at The Jungle Theater 

July 20-Aug. 18, 2019 

Acclaimed actress Sally Wingert stars in a 
play about parenting and the challenges of 
finding balance in life. The writer/director 
duo of Josh Tobiessen and Sarah Rasmussen 
return. Their 2017 Jungle production of Lone 
Star Spirits is a previous example of their 
engagingly entertaining style. 
www.jungletheater.org 


FLOYD'S 

Guthrie Theater 

at McGuire Proscenium Stage 
Guthrie Theater 

July 27-Aug. 25, 2019 

Pulitzer Prize-winner Lynn Nottage (Intimate 
Apparel, Ruined) has been commissioned 

by the Guthrie for a world premiere. A truck 
stop sandwich shop is a second chance for its 
ex-con employees. Learn the secret of making 
the perfect sandwich. 
www.guthrietheater.org 


FIDDLER ON THE ROOF 
Hennepin Theatre Trust 

at Orpheum Theatre 

July 30-Aug. 4, 2019 

One of Broadway's most beloved musicals and 
prolifically produced ever since. In the little 
Russian village of Anatevka, poor Jews hold 
to their traditions. Mama maintains a kosher 
home. Papa works manually and if he's lucky 
(and literate) he may get to spend some time 
reading the Holy Books. Тһе Rabbi and the 
Matchmaker serve crucial functions. All are 
magnificently embodied in this towering work. 
HennepinTheatreTrust.org Ё 


UP NEAU AT ыы 


THE JOFFREY BALLET ALVIN AILEY AMERICAN 
Sat, Mar 2, 7:30 pm & DANCE THEATER 
гип Мак рори Tue, Mar 12, 7:30 pm 


Anna Karenina Р 
FAS Lazarus and Revelations 
with live orchestra 


bis == 
BALLET РЕЕ ОСА) INSPIRED: 
Sat, Mar 30, 7:30 pm A CONVERSATION WITH 
La Fresque (The Painting on the Wall) M | 9ТҮ CO PE LAN D) 


Я AE istic Di 
Angelin Preljocaj, Artistic Director Sun, Mar 31, 7:30 pm 


AMERICAN BALLET THEATRE DAVID ROUSSÈVE/REALITY 
Tue, Apr 2, 7:30 pm Sat, Apr 13, 7:30 


Songs of Bukovina with live piano Halfway to Dawn 
Other Dances with live piano 
In the Upper Room 


NORTHROP 


600890 @O UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 


Driven to Discover“ 


northrop.umn.edu 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
member Kevin Deese talks about 
his fight for the right of HIV-positive 
people to serve their country. 


Growing up in suburban Orlando, Kevin 
Deese always viewed himself as living in the 
shadow of his older brother, who was his per- 
sonal hero. As a kid who was drawn to the 
performative realm of musicals and plays, 
Kevin never realized that his brother’s example 
would draw him to an entirely different world: 
the U.S. Navy. 

“(My brother) dreamed of being a Navy pi- 
lot ever since he saw Top Gun when he was lit- 
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inging To 
The Tune Of 


By Chris Tarbox 


tle, and serving in the Navy became my dream, 
too,” said Deese. “So it was only natural for me 
to follow in his footsteps and go to the U.S. Na- 
val Academy for college. At 18, having spent 
most of my time working my butt off in high 
school to get into the Academy—and therefore 
not much time on the question of whether I 
was gay that always lingered at the back of my 
mind—I joined the Navy as a midshipman dur- 
ing the time of Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.” 

Deese admitted finding himself drawn to 
the world of the military was unexpected, but 
after seeing how much the Navy made his 
brother a bigger and better person, Deese 
wanted the same. 


Kevin Deese joined the Navy as a midshipman 
during the era of Don't Ask, Don't Tell. Photo 
courtesy of Kevin Deese 


Kevin Deese is currently a plaintiff in a lawsuit to 
challenge the policies of the Defense Department that 
block people living with HIV from enlisting. Photo 
courtesy of Kevin Deese 


Continued on page 28 
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“I saw how the Navy and the Naval Acade- 
my just made him stand taller, and I understood 
that he had become part of something bigger 
than himself," said Deese. “Ав I grew older, I 
came to more deeply appreciate what his ser- 
vice meant, and I grew in my desire to serve 
in the same way. When it came time to decide 
between colleges, I chose the Naval Academy 
because I wanted to serve as a commissioned 
officer of the U.S. Navy and live a life of ser- 
vice." 

But before that dream could come true, 
Deese felt the ground disappear from under 
his feet when, after a routine blood test in 2014, 
he discovered that he was HIV-positive. As if 
that revelation wasn't difficult enough, Defense 
Department regulations prevent people living 
with HIV from enlisting or being commis- 
sioned as an officer, denying Deese his dream 
of serving as a Naval officer. 

"Learning that I was HIV-positive would 
have been difficult enough,” said Deese. “But 
to hear in the same breath that I would also be 
blocked from commissioning and fulfilling my 
obligation and dream of serving? I was devas- 
tated. That was the darkest day of my life, and 
I had no idea how I was going to move forward 
with my life. I was falsely told that there was no 
way to pursue a waiver to commission, that it 
was a done deal and I would be medically dis- 
charged in due time." 

After a year, Deese attempted to pursue a 
waiver to commission with the Navy, backed 
by the entire chain of command of his Naval 
Academy. That waiver was ultimately denied by 
the Pentagon in 2017. After this setback, Deese 
decided to attend the University of Minnesota's 
Carlson School of Management and the Hum- 
phrey School of Public Affairs. 

“While in school, I have worked with Jus- 
tUs Health to develop employment program- 
ming and services for people living with HIV, 
as well as working in a peer support role for 
gay and bi men living with HIV," said Deese. 
“I also recently joined the Board of Directors 
of Clare Housing, where I am looking forward 
to being part of the strategic thinking of a for- 
ward-thinking AIDS service organization that 
knows the importance of serving the holistic 
needs of people living with HIV, starting with 
stable housing.” 

It was around this time that Deese joined 
a lawsuit that challenged the very policy that 
denied him commission into the Navy. Along 
with another plaintiff who was similarly pre- 
vented from being commissioned by the 
Air Force due to his HIV status, Deese con- 
tacted OutServe-SLDN, a network of GLBT 
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Kevin Deese, seen here during his time with the U.S. 
Naval Academy Men’s Glee Club, is now a member of 
the Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus. Photo courtesy of 
Kevin Deese 


military personnel serving as a GLBT em- 
ployee resource group, and told them of his 
predicament. Utilizing Winston & Strawn as 
pro bono legal counsel, OutServe filed suit 
against the Defense Department to challenge 
the policy that keeps people living with HIV 
from serving, and was later joined in the suit 
by Lambda Legal. According to OutServe 
and Lambda, the suit is asking the court to 
order the Navy and Air Force to prohibit us- 
ing HIV as a consideration in commissioning 
service members who are living with HIV. 
“Thad reached a point where I was no longer 
willing to have my life controlled by stigma and 
fear, which is what had been keeping me from 
pursuing this option previously," said Deese. “І 
knew what happened to me was senseless and 


wrong, so if I had the opportunity to hopefully 
ensure it doesn't happen to anyone else and to 
educate people in the process, then that was 
the right thing to do. 

"The thing is that the policy under which 
I was denied a commission and discharged is 
not based in science and fact, but in stigma and 
fear," Deese continued. “Moreover, people liv- 
ing with HIV today should be living full lives. 
'The advances in care that have brought us to 
where we are today were won on the backs of 
activists who fought and often died for this dis- 
ease before people starting paying real atten- 
tion to HIV as a serious public health crisis, and 
those of us benefiting from those advances owe 
it to those who came before to not let HIV get in 
the way of achieving our greatest dreams. For 
me, that dream has always been to serve in the 
Navy." 

While the lawsuit is currently stayed until 
June, according to Lambda Legal counsel Scott 
Schoettes and OutServe policy director Peter 
Perkowski, the government admitted that it 
had not properly followed procedures in dis- 
charging both plaintiffs. If the case is not re- 
solved by commissioning both plaintiffs, the 
suit will move forward. 

In the meantime, Deese has found a new 
outlet for himself as the case continues: a spot 
with the Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus. 

“I grew up singing in school and commu- 
nity choirs, including in the U.S. Naval Acad- 
emy Men's Glee Club," said Deese. "Singing 
has always been a passion of mine, and to have 
the opportunity to share that passion with my 
brothers in song in the Twin Cities Gay Men's 
Chorus has been not only been a creative out- 
letfor me, but a source of healing, support, and 
personal growth." 

Deese said that he was inspired after at- 
tending TCGMC's spring concert *Rise Up", 
where he said he was moved to tears by songs 
of social justice and protest. He decided to join 
afterwards, and he said it gave him the courage 
to be more “out” about his HIV status. 

“I also want other people living with HIV 
who come across my story to know that this 
virus does not define their worth, nor their po- 
tential in this world,” said Deese. “We are just 
as worthy of our dreams as we were the day 
before we were diagnosed. That was true also 
before the state of HIV treatment got to the 
point where we are living full lives without risk 
of transmitting the virus to others, but now, 
we all owe it to ourselves even more to get out 
there, live our lives, and make the positive dif- 
ference in the world that we were always meant 
to make.” Е 
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By Kassidy Tarala 


Marching From 
A Small Town 


Spotlight 


Dancer April Sellers shares her background in dance 
and the creation of her troupe Patriot Erectors. 


Growing up in a rural town, April Sellers struggled to find a place 
where her voice would be heard. After joining some classes at a local 
dance studio, she quickly found exactly where her powerful voice is: 
the stage. 

“І came to dance and welcomed dance because as a woman from 
a small town, my experience told me my voice didn’t matter,” Sellers 
says. “In dance, I found a long history of women creating change and a 
platform where my voice was valued. By the time I graduated Ohio State 
University, I was addicted to the powerful feminist platform in contem- 
porary performance.” 

After moving to Minneapolis in 1998, Sellers started her dance ca- 
reer in the big city. Though it’s been more than two decades now, she 
says she still feels like she’s learning the city more every day. 

“I still feel like I am seeking solid ground under my feet, and I hope I 
never outgrow that feeling. I moved to the Twin Cities because personal 
connections convinced me that this was a place where my expanding 
viewpoints could find a good home. I’m glad I did it,” she says. 

In 2018, Sellers formed her own dance troupe, Patriot Erectors, in- 
spired by the journey she experienced while traveling from Minneapolis 
to Washington, D.C. by bus for the national Women’s March in January 
2017. The troupe reflects her own experiences as well as those of her 
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April 8 lers founded the.dance troupe Patriot Erectors, which will perfoi 
3 Southem Theater in May. Photo by Jennifer Glaws 


fellow performers and friends in protest. 

“It examines the root of our disconnection to national identity," Sell- 
ers says. “Deconstructing acts of nationalism, from marching in the 
streets to singing of the National Anthem, Patriot Erectors explores both 
celebration and protest. Grand pronouncements and unsettling thoughts 
are shared out loud as the performers traverse through stylistically 
distinct movements. The work celebrates complex expressions of the 
gender spectrum while incorporating drag, tongue-in-cheek bawdiness, 
choreographic craft, and conceptual performance art." 

Sellers says Patriot Erectors, which will be commissioned by the 
Candy Box Dance Festival, is inspired by the Fourth of July, the “Star- 
Spangled Banner", and the rainbow flag. 

"At a time when our country is most divided, and our divisive leader- 
ship isolates people based on identity, we seek to ask the questions: “Сап 
you be queer and be a patriot? and ‘What does it mean to be a queer 
American?' Now more than ever, when queer identities and freedoms are 
being challenged and are in threat of being erased, we need art that ques- 
tions the queer identities relationship to patriotism," she says. 

Sellers says one of the many goals of Patriot Erectors is to expose 
the struggles they face with gender identity and stereotypes. She says 
they proudly flaunt their faults to make the audience feel embraced but 
slightly uncomfortable. 

“I have come to see my choreography as a way for people to deepen 
their connection to the primal root of what it means to be human," Sell- 
ers says. "What drives, moves, and excites me has always challenged 
audiences and dancers to consider new ways of looking at themselves 
and the world." 

She says many people in the GLBT community often go ignored by 
society because they fail to fit in the certain mold that they're told they 
must be at birth. Through Patriot Erectors, they put the community cen- 
ter stage to reveal and honor the value of their contributions. 

"This artistic approach energizes my work. Drawing inspiration 
from vaudeville, punk rock anarchy, postmodern dance, and anthro- 
pological methodology, I am known for my hyperbolic performances 
rooted in themes of leftist social movements and gender that chal- 
lenge and engage our political and social realities," she says. 

Despite her rural roots, Sellers has found her voice onstage and con- 
tinues to use it for causes she believes in. From the Women's March 
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to GLBT rights, Sellers and her troupe Patriot 
Erectors are pushing new issues and discus- 
sions into the spotlight. 

For more information about April Sellers, 
visit aprilsellers.com. For more information on 


the Candy Box Dance Festival, visit southernthe- Patriot Erectors is a dance performance that looks at the dichotomy of being both an American patriot and a queer 
ater.org. Е person. Photo by Olivia Blaisdell/halfasianlens, Courtesy of Dancing Queerly 


LGBTQ+ 
FRIENDLY 


* DE: 
DOGGIE FRIENDLY - VEGAN OPTIONS 
* SUPPORT LOCAL ARTISTS · 4 


Additions & Dormers / Kitchens & Bathrooms / Custom Cabinetry 
Whole House Renovation / Porches & SunRooms / Finished Basements 


rx | House Lift 


Like us 
facebook.com/LavenderMagazine | M | | REMODELER 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 31 


By Kassidy Tarala 


(гам, 


For Some New Faces 
To See The Spotlight 
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New Dawn Theatre Company kicks 
off a new season with shows that 
reflect the stories and experiences of 
youth. 


If you’re a theater lover, a fan of social 
justice art, or you’re just in the market to be 
wowed, the New Dawn Theatre Company has 
what you’re looking for. Located in St. Paul, 
the New Dawn Theatre Co. features award- 
winning actors and actresses who put on in- 
novative and incredible shows to celebrate the 
works of underrepresented and overlooked 
communities. 


New Dawn Theatre Co. is prepping for its 2019-20 
production season. Photo by Alice Gebura 


“New Dawn Theatre Company is present in 
a time when there is need for more outlets that 
give a diverse body of artists the support and 
space to: create, be seen and heard, expand 
and transform in positive ways that radiate out 
into our communities at large. We are proud 
to be a vessel which amplifies a rising chorus 
of diverse, colorful and often muted communi- 
ties of theater artists. Each season we breathe 
life into two established plays and one devised 
play,” New Dawn’s mission statement says. 

And last season, New Dawn sure breathed 
a whole lot of life into their productions. 
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MINNESOTA 


Igudesman & Joo 


with the Minnesota Orchestra 
Sat May 11 8pm 


Sarah Hicks, conductor 
Aleksey Igudesman, violin / Hyung-ki Joo, piano 


Seriously talented and seriously funny, 
Igudesman and Joo return to the Minnesota 
Orchestra for a one-of-a-kind madcap 


TICKETS START AT $31 


612-371-5656 / minnesotaorchestra.org 
Orchestra Hall / #mnorch HOO 
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Image courtesy of New Dawn Theatre Co. 


“New Dawn Theatre Company 
kicked off our season with a fun- 
draising launch that featured an 
original production entitled Divas 
After Dark, highlighting the com- 
mon struggles, joys, and triumphs 
of four iconic legends: Josephine 
Baker, Eartha Kitt, Billie Holiday, 
and Aretha Franklin,” says New 
Dawn artistic director and actress 
Austene Van. “The show starred 
Jevetta Steele, Regina Williams, 
Thomasina Petrus, T. Mychael 
Rambo, Julius Collins Ш, Sanford 
Moore, Jeff Bailey, and me.” 

As the New Dawn Theatre Co. 
heads into its 2019-20 season, the 
cast members are preparing for a 
more youthful focus. 

“We will kick off our 2019-20 
season with Crowns by Regina 
Taylor opening September 13 at 
Summit University for Arts and 
Innovation,” Van says. “Next will 
be a co-production with Yellow 
Tree Theatre of Skeleton Crew by 
Dominique Morisseau. Our spring 
production will be a devised piece 
from the experiences and stories 
of alternative high school students 
and those who can no longer vote 
due to felony disenfranchise- 
ment.” 

Crowns is a coming of age story 
about a 17-year-old girl, Yolanda, 
who is on a self destructive path 
running the mean Englewood 


streets of Chicago. Yolanda’s 
mother sends her down south to 
live with her Grandma Shaw af- 
ter Yolanda’s brother is shot and 
killed. A story of sisterhood, re- 
silience, and multi-generational 
bonding, Crowns has been one of 
the most produced musicals in the 
country. 

As for Skeleton Crew, it begins 
at the start of the Great Recession 
where one of the last auto stamp- 
ing plants in Detroit is on shaky 
ground. Each of the workers has 
to make choices on how to move 
forward if their plant goes under. 
Shanita has to decide how she'll 
support herself and her unborn 
child, Faye has to decide how and 
where she'll live, and Dez has to 
figure out how to make his ambi- 
tious dreams a reality. Power dy- 
namics shift as their manager Reg- 
gie is torn between doing right by 
his work family, and by the red 
tape in his office. Powerful and 
tense, Skeleton Crew is the third 
of Dominique Morisseau's Detroit 
cycle trilogy. 

Since Divas Afier Dark, New 
Dawn Theatre Co. has added a few 
new faces to its cast. 

“Іп November we added four 
new warriors to our tribe: Jamecia 
Bennett, Andrew Rasmussen, Jim 
Craven, and Julius Collins IIL," Van 
says. 

New Dawn Theatre Co.’s 
company includes Austene Van, 
Regina Williams, Jamecia Ben- 
nett, Thomasina Petrus, Aimee K. 
Bryant, Laura Esping, Faye Price, 
Kate Guentzel, Salima Seale, T. 
Mychael Rambo, Andre Shoals, 
Brian Grandison, Harry Waters 
Jr., Jim Craven, Andrew Rasmus- 
sen, and Julius Collins III. 

Van says season ticket packag- 
es will be available in April, so you 
better act fast if you’re interested 
in a show that will knock your 
socks off and pack a pretty power- 
ful social justice-oriented punch. 

For more information, vis- 
it www.newdawntheatre.org. E 
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SPRINTER METRIS 


A Beacon In 
The Automotive Business 


There is a perception of the automotive business that it is male-dom- 
inated and heteronormative. 

However, that perception is changing. More women and GLBT peo- 
ple are now a part of the business. Both segments are growing within 
many sectors of the business, including local retailers and service busi- 
nesses. You can witness this movement across the Upper Midwest. 

Among the people who are driving the growth in GLBT presence at 
automotive retailers is Nancy Miller, a sales consultant at White Bear 
Mitsubishi in White Bear Lake, Minnesota. 

In fact, Miller is one a few out women in the business. She is also the 
most visible out woman in her position in the Twin Cities. You may have 
seen her whenever White Bear Mitsubishi is out in the community. You 
may have been a customer of hers. 

We had the opportunity to interview Miller to see how she has made 
an impact in the automotive retail business as an out woman in our com- 
munity. 

Prior to coming to White Bear Mitsubishi, Miller was a pastry chef 
for 20 years. Then, she met the store's general manager Richard Herod 
III through the Marriage Amendment campaign back in 2012. 

"He wrapped my car with a big ‘Vote No’ [decal],” said Miller, “and I 
drove it all over Eden Prairie. It was probably the only one in the city. It 
was great to do it and to get to know him that way, and we did a couple of 
caravans around the city and stuff like that together." 
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Sometime after the campaign, Miller was at a local auto retailer when 
she had an epiphany. 

“I was sitting at a dealership that I don’t work at currently,” explained 
Miller. “Looking around and hated my current job and thought, ‘I could 
do this. I talk to people. I drive cars. That sounds awesome.’ ‘Cause I've 
talked to people. I’m from the South. That's what I do.” Miller began 
exploring a career path that would eventually lead her into the automo- 
tive business. 

Miller would be in contact in Herod through this initial process. After 
she had an interview with another car dealership, Miller and Herod were 
already in contact with each. He later reached out to Miller to debrief. 
Miller explains, *[Herod] goes, ‘How about you come by White Bear Mit- 
subishi and see what we got to offer? I need more of a female presence. 
I definitely want a bigger [GLBT] presence.' Being that he's out, too. I 
stopped in the building, and it felt like home, and that was it." 

As a mainstay at White Bear Mitsubishi, Miller is seen as a leader on 
the sales floor. However, she is more than just a salesperson at White 
Bear Mitsubishi. Miller is a family person—a common thread within the 
automotive retail business. 

“I have an awesome family,” explains Miller. “I have an amazing wife, 
Danielle. We have four teenagers together. They're 14, 15, 16, and al- 
most 17. They're great kids. Three of them are in high school here at 
Eden Prairie. One's in middle school still. They're solid. They keep me 
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grounded. They’re awesome. They’re awesome, and my wife’s pretty 
amazing, too.” 

With her family in her corner, Miller strives to succeed in this male- 
and heterosexual-dominated business and vocation. But, how does she 
succeed? Miller further explains, “You know what’s really cool about my 
job is that I get to talk to people, and I get to know them over the two, 
three, four hours that it will take to buy a car. Let’s say they’re a member 
of the [GLBT] community. I get to learn about their families and their 
friends. Next thing you know, one of their friends come in looking for me 
because I think as [GLBT] community members, we're used to walking 
into a dealership and not seeing anyone like us. People walk into the 
dealership, and to see a face that looks like them, puts them at ease. 
It makes it car buying a little less stressful, which is why I think they 
will send their friends and their family to see me because I'm not gonna 
judge them." 

"It's just fantastic to help them out and help it not be as stressful as 
car buying can be,” said Miller. “I have a unique opportunity at White 
Bear... to be able to be the only out woman working there. It'd be really 
cool if there was another one, but right now, it's just me, which is fine 
[because] T'Il take all the family I can get that walks through the door. I 
love helping them out, and I love getting to know their stories and hear- 
ing about when the Marriage Amendment and stuff from other families. 
"That's really cool, to hear their story about how they got to get married, 
and I get to talk about mine. I talk to all of my customers about my fam- 
ily. I have a picture of my kids and my wife at my desk, and so I am very 
open about everything." 

Тһеге are a number of GLBT automotive retail professionals іп our 
region—and that number is growing. We asked Miller what advice she 
would give anyone entering into the business. 

“Just be yourself, honestly,” Miller explains. “Obviously, you have to 
have the support of the people behind you, your management, but to just 
be who you are, people will figure those things out. They're [going to] 
figure out you're just like them. You're just a person when it comes down 
to it. We're all the same, really. We all bleed red. I think that people need 
to realize that we are pretty much all the same. We just have different 
things that we do for fun. At home, our families might be a little bit dif- 
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ferent, but we're all the same when it comes down to it." 

Consider her success in her current position, Miller is looking to- 
wards the future. 

“I [want to] be one of the managers,” said Miller. “I [want to] help run 
that place one of these days. I'd love to be able to have the opportunity at 
some point, not today, not tomorrow, but at some point, to help run that 
place. I'd love to be the [general manager] there. I think there's a great 
team, and I’m really good at putting out fires. I think it'd be advantageous 
to have me in that kind of a position." 

As it stands, Miller is one of the few out women in the automotive 
retail business. Which means she can be a beacon for our consumer base 
when it comes down to selecting a new vehicle. However, Miller is also a 
beacon for others looking to pursue a career in this business. If you are 
already in automotive retail—or, are looking for a new vehicle—connect 
with Miller. You know where to find her. lI 
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Going Three Wheels in 


Did you know that in some states—Minnesota included—most, if not 
all three-wheeled vehicles can be registered as motorcycles? 

Maybe it is because of Polaris' Slingshot. The Slingshot is a byprod- 
uct of Medina-based Polaris' powersports division that concocted a sin- 
gle-rear-wheel vehicle and built a tub around it. Believe it or not, power 
comes from an automobile engine—one supplied by General Motors. 
Тһе passenger tub has an automobile-like feel, but the underframe is de- 
rived from a platform that is part-motorcycle and part-all-terrain vehicle. 

'To ride one of these vehicles, you can use your regular driver's li- 
cense, except in Wisconsin, where you will need a motorcycle endorse- 
ment. 

Тһе Slingshot is not the only vehicle of its kind around these parts. 
British roadster company Morgan makes the 3 Wheeler, which looks 
like the ones the company produced back in 1909. Power comes from 
a v-twin motorcycle engine, but it uses a gearbox from a Mazda MX-5 
Miata. This falls under the same licensing category as the Slingshot— 
the “autocycle.” 

Not to be confused with either the Slingshot and the Morgan is Bom- 
bardier's Can-Am three-wheeled motorcycle. Unlike the other two “au- 
tocycles”, riders in our region will need a motorcycle endorsement for 
the Can-Am. 

Which brings us to Vanderhall. This Provo, Utah-based company 
makes three models of “autocycles.” In fact, all three models were shown 
at the Progressive International Motorcycle Show which made its stop at 
the Minneapolis Convention Center. 

The Carmel is a two-seat autocycle powered by a GM turbocharged 
engine, as well as the Venice single-seater. Vanderhall also offers a 
battery-electric model called the Edison. This autocycle is seen as the 
electric version of the Venice, but with two 52-kW motors, propelling the 
autocycle from 0 to 60 MPH in just four seconds. It also can run up to 
200 miles on a single charge—more than most full-battery electric cars 
priced below $45,000. 

To get some more perspective on these three-wheeled autocycles, 
we talked with Vanderhall’s Marketing Director Daniel Boyer at the 
Progressive International Motorcycle Show to see how these classically- 
designed three-wheelers came about. 

“The genesis of Vanderhall is just creating something unique, cre- 
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Vanderhall Carmel Interior 


ating something that doesn’t exist, and creating something that’s time- 
less,” said Boyer. “We started with about seven other iterations from 
2010 going forward. The founder, Steve Hall, kept on creating and he’d 
get to a point where it was probably almost ready to offer to the public, 
апа he wouldn't. The reason he wouldn't is, there just was something 
missing.” 

Boyer further explains that “it wasn’t until he took the body off of 
one of his earlier iterations and then stood back and looked at the naked 
chassis and asked himself, ‘Why does this look better than any itera- 
tion that I’ve done so far?’ It was that open wheel, ultra-simplistic, svelte 
design that we’ve turned around and ran with, that hearkens back to 
the 1950s, '60s, and F1 racing and just gives you that extreme fun, Boy 
Racer style enjoyment. The style is timeless, and that’s really what we're 
going for." 

Тһе gasoline-engine Vanderhall Venice and Carmel models are engi- 
neered with their turbocharged GM engines mounted transversely with 
the power going to the front wheels. Boyer further explains that ^with 
this particular platform, with two wheels in the front and one wheel in 
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the back, physics says that doesn’t work as well. But we wanted to make 
it work, and so after about two, three iterations he tried front wheel drive 
and it changed everything with regard to the dynamics of the vehicle. 
Handling was improved. Braking is spectacular.” 

“Realistically speaking, instead of having to have a bunch of stability 
control programs running in the background,” said Boyer, “The vehicle 
is completely inherently stable because the vehicle is powering the front 
wheels and the weight is over the stable part of the vehicles, and as you 
accelerate, rather than all of the force going into weight transfer back- 
wards, some of that is mitigated just by reason of front wheel drive, into 
upward motion and so your center of gravity does not swing backwards 
as far. Hence, we are inherently stable.” 

All Vanderhall models are made at their facility in Provo. Just like 
the Slingshot and the Morgan 3 Wheeler, you can register these Van- 


Vanderhall Venice 


derhall vehicles as motorcycles while driving them with your regular 
driver’s license—except in Wisconsin as earlier noted. All four Vander- 
hall models—Venice, Speedster, Carmel, and Edison—are available at 
select dealerships across the country, including a Twin Cities location 
in Osseo with a location coming soon to Chariton, Iowa, outside of Des 
Moines. Wisconsin customers can also get a Vanderhall at their dealer 
in Shawano. 

How will a Vanderhall fit in your lifestyle? If you love the feeling ofa 
classic race car and like the challenge of riding an autocycle, this vehicle 
may be the right weekend machine to drive. E 
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FREE Estimates * All Insurance Accepted 
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612-872-6671 


and reserve your ad space today. 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM - 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 39 


Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly non- 
profit organizations. To reserve your 
listing in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email advertis- 
ing @lavendermagazine.com. 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 


The Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living with 
HIV/AIDS - on-site meals, food shelf, and 
supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

612) 824.IFE (5433) 


www.aliveness.org 


U of MN HIV Research Studies 

Looking for HIV+ and HIV- individuals to 
participate in research studies. 

420 Delaware St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

612) 625-7472 

hiv.umn.edu 


ANIMAL RESCUE 


Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 


www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 


Quorum 

Your GLBTA chamber of commerce work- 
ing to invigorate, build & partner for a 
diverse business community. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 209 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 460-8153 
www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EDUCATION 


Northwestern Health Sciences 
University 

Natural healthcare degrees and certifi- 
cates in acupuncture/Chinese Medicine, 
chiropractic, massage therapy, and B.S. 
completion. 

2501 W. 84th St. 

Bloomington, MN 55431-1599 

(952) 885-5409 

www.nwhealth.edu 


EVENT VENUES 


Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

75 W. 5th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 


www.landmarkcenter.org 


GENDER CARE 


University of Minnesota Health Com- 
prehensive Gender Care 
Compassionate, coordinated care from a 
multi-disciplinary team. Providing gender 
affirmation surgeries. 

University of Minnesota Health Clinics 
and Surgery Center 

909 Fulton St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 676-4227 
www.mhealth.org/gendercare 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Clinic 555, St. Paul 

Whether it’s a fling or a serious thing - get 
tested. Sexual health clinic. Downtown St. 
Paul. Offering PrEP. 

555 Cedar St., Fl. 1 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 266-1255 

clinic555.org 


Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! 
Offering respectful, affordable sexual health 
services to meet your needs. 

1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. Get 
confidential tests & treatment in a safe, 
caring setting. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 543-5555 


www.reddoorservices.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 

KFAI Radio - 90.3 FM (MPLS) 106.7 
FM (STP) 

Home of “Fresh Fruit”, the longest running 
weekly Queer radio show in the country, 
celebrating 40 years! Listen on air or 
online. 

Bailey Building - 1808 Riverside Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55454 

(612) 341-3144 

www.KFAl.org 


Radio K - Real College Radio 

Radio K (KUOM) is the award-winning 
student-run radio station of the University 
of Minnesota. 

610 Rarig Center 330 21st Ave S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.RadioK.org 


MUSEUM 


Minnesota Historical Society Sites & 
Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical Society's 
26 historic sites and museums part of your 
vacation plans. 

www.mnhs.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Children's Theatre Company 

Children's Theatre Company creates 
theatre that educates, challenges and 
inspires. Values: Imagination, Excellence, 
Respect, Inclusion. 

2400 3rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 874-0400 
www.childrenstheatre.org 
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Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 


Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: Broad- 


way shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 
1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Enriching, inspiring and serving our community 
as a symphony orchestra internationally recog- 
nized for artistic excellence. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-5656 

(800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty: breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes, and extraordinary sets. 
Performances at the Ordway Music 
Theater - 345 Washington St., St. Paul, 
MN 55102 

(612) 333-6669 


mnopera.org 


Ordway Center for the Performing Arts 


Hosting, presenting, and creating perform- 


ing arts and educational programs that 
enrich diverse audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 

www.ordway.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 

An award-winning chorus building com- 
munity through music and offers entertain- 
ment worth coming out for! 

528 Hennepin Ave., Ste. 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


PRIDE 

Twin Cities Pride 

Producers of the third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, volunteers, 
board members. Contact us today. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 402-7 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 255-3260 

www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 
Central Lutheran Church 

Exploring the promise of God for alll. 
333 S. 12th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 870-4416 
www.centralmpls.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Avenue UMC! Vibrant Worship. 
Authentic Community. Bold Outreach. 
511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 

www.haumc.org 


Parkview United Church of Christ 

No matter who you are, or where you are 
on life's journey, you are welcome here! 
3737 Bellaire Ave. 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 429-3346 


www.mnparkviewucc.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church 
Many Hearts, One Song; Many Hands, 
One Church. Find us on Facebook and 
Twitter. 

1900 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
inquiring INSPIRING inclusive. Wherever 
you are on your faith journey, St Mark’s 
welcomes you. 

519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 870-7800 

www.ourcathedral.org 


SOCIAL SERVICES 


Lutheran Social Services of Minnesota 
Making a difference in communities 
across Minnesota. Helping Minnesota 
students and seniors with personalized 
services that promote independent, 
healthy & abundant lives. 

(651) 310-9440 

www.|ssmn.org 


TRAVEL 


Discover Stillwater 

Voted best weekend getaway! Visit this 
Historic Rivertown. Shop / Dine / Cruise 
/ Ап Galleries / Nightlife. 

P.O. Box 2025 

Stillwater, MN 55082 
info@DiscoverStillwater.com 

(651) 351-1717 
www.DiscoverStillwater.com 


Discover St. Louis Park 

Close to Minneapolis, far from ordinary. 
Exceptional dining, attractions, shopping, 
hotels and event space. 

1660 Hwy 100 S., Suite 501 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 

(952) 426-4047 


www.DiscoverStLouisPark.com 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. Vibrant 
arts & dining. Adventure. Hotels and 
B&Bs. Attractions and events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 

Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-401 1, (800) 4-DULUTH 


www.visitduluth.com 


Visit Saint Paul 

175 W. Kellogg Blvd., Ste. 502 
Saint Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 265-4900 


www.visitsaintpaul.com 


VOLUNTEERISM 

Gay 4 Good 

LGBTQ organization making positive 
impact on our greater community. Volun- 
teering for social & environmental causes. 
(562) 684-8210 

www.gayforgood.org 


100 


International Wolf Center 

Our world famous Center features daily 
programs, award-wining exhibits, and live 
ambassador wolves. 

1396 Highway 169 

Ely, MN 55731 

218-365-4695 

www.wolf.org 


Minnesota Zoo 

Our mission is to connect people, animals 
and the natural world to save wildlife. 
13000 Zoo Blvd. 

Apple Valley, MN 55124 

mnzoo.org 


THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 


HOME SERVICES 


REAL ESTATE 


Karen R Palm CPA CFP 
TAX preparation 
FEE ONLY financial planning 


NO product sales 


612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


ATTORNEY 


JEAN M. GUSTAFSON - Estate Law: Probate & 
Trust, Guardianship & Conservatorship, Child Pro- 
tection, Mental Health Law. Licensed: Minnesota, 
South Dakota, Utah. MN Lavender Bar Association 
Greater Minnesota Fellowship Recipient, 2017. 


(218) 454-2039, GusLaw.net. 


EMPLOYMENT 


Enjoy working on your own? Petyard Pickup 
needs you. Weekday shifts. Part-time available 
with room to grow. Must have own vehicle. Call 
(612) 788-8390 or Email petyard(apetyardpickup. 
com or visit www.PetYardPickup.com. 


GUN SHOPS 


Bill's Monthly Memberships 

stag 5 Star Rated Ranges 
Laan sion? Huge Retail Selection 
275 Range” Training Classes 


WWW.BILLSGS.COM SEE YOU AT THE RANGE! 


HOME SERVICES 


AUS 


952.854.3800. 


Commercial & Residential 


Serving you for over 100 years! S==SINCE 1914 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


612-721-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


а 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


саза 


651-188-1808 
Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 

www.goodstuffmoving.com 


HOUSE CLEANING 
V ,PROBABLY WON'T 
«КІШ, YOU BUT WHY 
AKE THE CHANCE?! 


Live Well... Invest Wisely! 


www.thanancywalkerteam.com 
nwalker@cbburnet.com [777723 


612.827.9537 “пе 


TAX SERVICES 


Davina Baldwin 
763.535.4788 


davina@davinabaldwin.com 


6262 Boone Ave. N. 4 4285 
Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 Davina M. Baldwin 


AUTO | HOME | LIFE | HEALTH | BUSINESS 
www.davinabaldwin.com 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Couples Counseling 


marylouisegooch.com 


Professionals 


4500 Park Glen Road 
Suite 100 


St. Louis Park, MN 55416 


p 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 


RORTax.com 


Matthew Pagel 


Income Tax Professional 
Serving the GLBT Community (and civilized straights) Since 1991 


ADVERTISER INDEX 


Arts & Entertainment 


Chanhassen 

Dinner Theatres ............ 23 
Minnesota Orchestra ...34 
Northrop: sanina 15 


Ordway Center for 
the Performing Arts ...... 25 


Theater Latté Da ........... 13 
Twin Cities Gay 

Men's Chorus ............... 17 
Automotive 


Hagen's Auto Body ..... 39 
Jaguar Land Rover 
Minneapolis ... 
Sears Imported 
Swedish Motors . 3 

White Bear Mitsubishi 44 


Bars & Nightlife 
eagleBOLTbar ............... 5 
Сау 90%. аысыдас 29 


СоНее 8. Теа 


Fireroast Cafe .............. 21 


Events 
Lavender's First 
Thursdays ..................... 42 


Event Venues & Services 
Mintahoe Caterin 
SUEVOhls: доноры нанын 21 


Financial 
H&R Block .................... 11 


Grocery Stores 
Mississippi Market ....... 19 


Health & Wellness 
Northwestern Health 
Sciences University ...... 29 
Quitplan .............. 
REM Minnesota 


Home Furnishings & 
Accessories 

2nd Shade Patio 
Furniture 
Habitation ... 


Home Services 

Stafford Home Service 33 
House Lift Remodeler ..31 
McQuillan Plumbing, 
Heating and Cooling .... З 


Standard Heating 
& Air Conditioning ....... 13 


Ice Cream 
Fletcher's Ice Cream ...31 


Insurance 
Dawn Bartell .................. 6 


Jewelry 
Arthur's Jewelers 


Media & 
Communications 
Radio K ы m 13 


Pet Products & Services 
Second Chance 
Animal Rescue ............... 6 


Real Estate & Rentals 
Amy Ruzick, Kay Johnson - 
RE/MAX Results 
Parade of Homes 
Scott Belcher ................ 


Restaurants 

Element Wood 

Fite'Pizzai лыдан, 19 
Emily's Lebanese Deli ..19 
French Meadow 

Bakery & Café ............. 21 
Gasthof zur 

Gemutlichkeit ............... 17 
Hoban Korean BBQ ...19 
Wilde Cafe & Spirits ...21 


Tobacco Products 
Smokeless 
Smoking, ................... ei 6 


Travel & 
Accommodations 
Jacque's-Inside The 
Marquette Hotel .......... 19 
The Marquette Hotel, 
Curio Collection 


by:Hilfon: 44. 19 
Windows on 
Міппеѕоѓа .................... 19 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 41 


IE VENDERS 


7 FIRST 
) THURSDAYS 


Buy A Drink. Make A Connection. Have Fun. 


THURSDAY 


oie 1% 5:30 - 8:00 PM 


SEES 


| WIDE. 


CAFE & ы 


WILDE CAFE & SPIRITS 


65 MAIN ST. SE е MINNEAPOLIS, ММ 


TWIN CITIES GLBT HAPPY HOUR 
ENJOY COMPLIMENTARY HORS D'OEUVRES PLUS A CHANCE 
TO REGISTER TO WIN GREAT PRIZES! 
VISIT REPRESENTATIVES FROM 
1500 NICOLLET APARTMENTS 


1500 Nicollet 


FEATURED NON-PROFITS: 


( hanrassen 


* * Twin Cities 
,* Gay Men's Chorus 
ж ж 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE. COM/CALENDAR/LAVENDERS-FIRST-THURSDAYS i 


ты, a 
L d 


NEW ADDITION AT THE SHADE 


АУС Ф.У D> Wn "EY 2 i к L - = О BA, E A 


[nS 


(E SMA ы 852124 АҒУ A А. 22-470, 


sm. 2ndS hade VER 
ру LIP : 52000 ау 


Budget Payments - Trades Welcome 


15102 Minnetonka Industrial Ва. Minnetonka, ММ 55345 
952-444-5500 - 2ndshade.com 
New • Used : Rental • Repairs • Storage 


New 2018 
Mitsubishi 
SUVs 


New 2018 


Mitsubishi 


Lease from Starting from 


E мРС 


(2) 


WITH ZERO DOWN!" 


deposit waived. 40,000-mile lease. 2019 Mirage ES MSRP 255 090. ТЕРА, mileage estimate. Actual mileage ey vary. Prices include 


ре ies 3/31/19. See s 18 г for details. On apere ved credit. Sec 
5 in lieu of low rate financing. MSRP $21,590. 


rity 
all discounts and rebates in lieu of low rate financi o. (2) Offer ends 3/31/19. See dealer for details. On approved credit. Prices include all discounts and rebat 


SUI ci dian Ke clie LIFETIME POWERTRAIN WARRANTY INCLUDED 
LIFE TIMES ON EVERY NEW AND CERTIFIED PRE- ә. VEHICLE PURHASE! 


Lifetime Powertrain Warran valid from vehicle sale date through the customer's lifeti until the customer no lon cle. 


ty is s the vehi 
Non-transferrable. Limitations a ыл е dealer for details. Certified рге. TUM ehi ол лл. eee "80,000 miles 


PO МЕНТНДІ? d Y WARRAN T Y 


«e 651.204.4750 WHITE BEAR 


"MOTORS. 3400 Highway 61, Just North of 694 


ucc g- кемені сот M | TS U B | ©; H | 


